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City of Guyton, Georgia  
CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
July 11, 2023 at 7:00 P.M. 

 
C.D. Dean, Jr., Public Safety Complex 

GUYTON GYMNASIUM 
505 Magnolia Street 
Guyton, GA 31312 

 

 
AGENDA 

 
1. Call to Order 
 
2.  Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
 
3. Consideration to Approve the Agenda 
   
4.         Reports from Staff or Committees 
 
 Police Department  James Breletic 

Fire Department  Clint Hodges 
Public Works/Water/Sewer EOM 
Planning and Zoning    Lon Harden 
Industrial Development  Lon Harden 
Historical Commission   Lucy Powell 
Leisure Services  Lula Seabrooks 
Hospital Authority  Tamela Mydell 
Library Board   Jim Odum 
Chamber of Commerce  Hursula Pelote 
Effingham Georgia Green Rita Elliot 

 
5. Public Comments (will be limited to Agenda Items only) 
 
6. Old Business 
 

a. Second reading and consideration to approve 2023-06 regarding Annexation 
 

7.  New Business 
 

a. First reading of Ordinance 2023-07 authorizing the Board of Elections and Registration of 
Effingham County to conduct the City of Guyton’s Municipal Elections to occur during the 
2023 elections cycle 
 

b. Consideration to approve Crisa Fort as a signer for City Bank Accounts 
 
c. Consideration to approve agreement with Judicial Alternatives of Georgia for Probation 

Services 
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8. Dates to Remember 
 

a. July 13, July 27, August 10, August 24, September 7, September 21 11:00am to 12:00pm 
Bingo – Leisure Services Room, 505 Magnolia Street, Guyton, GA 31312 
 

b. Saturday, July 15, 2023 from 12:00pm to 5:00pm – Guyton Community Picnic, 
New Recreation Park, 718 Central Boulevard, Guyton GA 31312 

 
c. Saturday, July 22, 2023 from 8:00am to 2:00pm – Guyton Summer Sale Along the Trail, 

Guyton Walking Trail, 310 Central Boulevard, Guyton GA 31312 
 
d. Tuesday, July 27, 2023 at 7:00pm – Planning and Zoning Public Hearing and Meeting, 

Guyton Gymnasium, 505 Magnolia Street, Guyton, GA 31312 
 
e. Tuesday, August 8, 2023 at 7:00pm – Guyton City Council Meeting, Guyton Gymnasium, 

505 Magnolia Street, Guyton, GA 31312 
 

9.  Public Comments (will be limited to Agenda Items only) 
 
10. Consideration to adjourn this meeting 
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Rules of Decorum for All Meetings 

The purpose of the Rules of Decorum is to foster an atmosphere of civil and courteous discourse, even 
and especially when discussing contentious topics, at all meetings held by the City of Guyton. 

(a) General rules applicable to all (Mayor and Council, Staff, Members of the Public) 

1. Each speaker will direct his or her comments to the Mayor and or presiding  officer and not to 
any other individual present. 

2. Each speaker will refrain from personal attacks, foul or abusive language, and will maintain a 
civil and courteous manner and tone. 

3. Each speaker will speak only about agenda items.  Members of the public will be limited to 3:00 
minutes speaking time. 

4. Members of the audience will respect the rights of others and will not create noise or other 
disturbances that will disrupt or disturb persons who are addressing the Mayor and Council or 
Committee or Board or Commission, or members of those bodies who are speaking, or 
otherwise impede the orderly conduct of the meeting. 

(b) Additional Rules for Members of Mayor and Council, Committees, Boards or Commissions 

1. Members of Mayor and Council, Committees, Boards or Commissions will conduct themselves 
in a professional and respectful manner at all meetings. 

2. Members of Mayor and Council, Committees, Boards or Commissions will not speak until 
recognized by the Mayor or presiding officer. 

3. Remarks by members of Mayor and Council, Committees, Boards or Commissions will be 
directed to the Mayor or presiding officer and not to individuals, other Council, Committee, 
Board or Commission members, staff or Members of the public in attendance. Questions for 
staff or individuals or other Council, Committee, Board or Commission members will be 
directed to the Mayor or presiding officer, who will then direct the appropriate person to answer. 

4. Members of Mayor and Council, Committees, Boards or Commissions are always free to 
criticize or question policies, positions, data or information presented. However, members of 
Mayor and Council, Committees, Boards or Commissions will not attack or impugn the person 
presenting. 

(c) Enforcement 

The Mayor or presiding officer has the authority to enforce each of the Rules of Decorum 
regarding members of the public. If any Rule is violated, the Mayor or presiding officer will give 
the speaker a warning, citing the Rule being violated, and telling the speaker that a second 
violation will result in a forfeiture of the right to speak further. The Mayor or presiding officer 
also may have the offending speaker removed from the meeting if the misconduct persists. The 
Mayor or presiding officer shall not have any power under this provision regarding a Council, 
Committee, Board or Commission member. 



Guyton Earth Day Festival 2023 Summary, Effingham Georgia Green 

Overview 
The Guyton Earth Day Festival on April 22, 2023 from 8 am – 2 pm was a huge success by virtually all measures. 
The festival planning and results are summarized below. The festival was co-sponsored by the City of Guyton 
and Effingham Georgia Green (EGG). It was held on the downtown Guyton trail, adjacent and in tandem with the 
city’s 20th annual Sale Along the Trail. This year the sale included 95 vendor booths. While attendance was not 
counted, the event attracted hundreds of people. Guyton Mayor Russ Deen believes there was record 
attendance, based on previous trail events. The weather was perfect, with moderate temperatures, a slight 
breeze and partly cloudy to sunny skies. 
 
The Earth Day Festival component consisted of 23 booths including 18 exhibitors and 4 vendors (Table 1). 
Visitors enjoyed interactives, games, hands-on activities, immersive activities, and free take-aways at the various 
booths. A performance tent housed the Effingham Community Orchestra from 10 am-noon and the Guyton 
Gospel Jam Band from 1 – 2 pm. The music attracted an audience around the tent and was also enjoyed by 
attendees throughout the festival as evidenced by their behavior and specific positive comments. Engaging, 
educational signage was located along the festival trail. Visitors were encouraged to play “Earth Day Bingo” by 
answering a question and having a card stamped by at least seven booths to win seeds or flower and tree 
seedlings. A total of 85 cards were turned in for prizes. Visitors came throughout the day and as late as 2 pm. 

Planning 
In planning for the festival EGG personnel met in advance with the City of Guyton Mayor and staff, several K-12 
schools, and local artists and residents. Beginning in October 2022, EGG contacted over 60 entities and 
individuals relevant to Earth Day and invited them to participate.  Correspondence with many of these entities 
continued from October through March. EGG volunteers spent $1,130 of their own funds on materials, supplies, 
and equipment for the festival and contributed additional in-kind loans of equipment and materials. EGG festival 
organizers expended approximately 500 volunteer hours in festival planning, booth creation, and follow-up. A 
total of 11 EGG volunteers contributed an additional 90 hours to festival setup/operation/breakdown. 
 
Areas for Improvement 
1. Contact teachers during July planning sessions for next year. 
2. Invite participants in August for next year (past participants, past invitees who didn’t participate, and new 
 potential participants) 
3. In advance, create festival map and booth locations while at trail to ensure physical constraints of the area 
 (greenspace size, trees, trail bends, etc.) are taken into account. 
4. Consider contest for parade costumes to get larger participation by schools and individuals. 
5. Increase educational components of festival. 
6. Collect vendor fees at festival. 
7. Investigate corporate sponsorships and small grant funding. 
8. Label recycle bins clearly to differentiate from trash bins. 
9. Borrow orange cones for reserved parking for specific participants (Low Country Turners, ECO) 
10. Advertise festival more widely.  



Organization Exhibitor Vendor                            

Ogeechee Riverkeeper Y Yes
GA Forestry Commission Y N
Savannah Water Dept. Y N
Coastal Wildscapes Y Yes
Thompson's Garden Plant Nursery Y Yes

Little Plant Things Y Yes
Bartlett Tree Experts Y N
Kids Bike League Y N
The LAMAR Institute Y N
Low Country Turners Y N
Black Creek Nursery & Garden Y N
Savannah Riverkeeper Y N
City of Guyton Y N
South Effingham High School 
(Science Instructors)

Y N

US Fish and Wildlife Service 
(Savannah Wildlife Refugee)

Y N

Peggie Pollinators Y N
Face Painting by Liz Y N
South Effingham Middle School Y N
EGG Main Booth Y N
EGG 3 Sisters Garden Booth Y N
EGG Wetlands Booth Y N
EGG Sound Booth Y N
EGG Companions & Ecosystems Y N

Darlene and Vince Vincent
Bob Kelly
Beth & George Gantt
Lydia Moreton
Georgia Bikes

Guyton Elementry School (Earth Seed Balls)
Small Funeral Home (Performance Tents)

Tom Barnes
Paul Lindsay/MOTIQUE
Ruth Ezell

Dan Elliott

Table 1. Guyton 2023 Earth Day Participants. EGG

Partners/In-Kind Help

Guyton Gospel Jam Band
Effingham Community Orchestra

Co-Sponsor: City of Guyton



 
 

STATE OF GEORGIA 
CITY OF GUYTON 
 

ORDINANCE # 2023-06 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO ANNEX CERTAIN PROPERTY INTO THE CITY OF 
GUYTON, GEORGIA PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 36 OF TITLE 36 OF THE 
OFFICIAL CODE OF GEORGIA ANNOTATED, AND TO AMEND THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE AND OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF GUYTON, 
GEORGIA, AS AMENDED, TO REZONE CERTAIN PROPERTY CURRENTLY 
KNOWN AS EFFINGHAM COUNTY PARCEL NO. 03190013 FROM EFFINGHAM 
COUNTY ZONING CLASSIFICATION AR-2 TO CITY OF GUYTON ZONING 
CLASSIFICATION R-1; TO REPEAL ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT 
HEREWITH; TO PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES. 
 
IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF 
GUYTON, GEORGIA in a regular meeting assembled and pursuant to lawful 
authority thereof, as follows: 
 
SECTION 1. That the area contiguous to the City of Guyton, currently known as 

Effingham County Parcel No. 03190013 is hereby annexed into the City 
of Guyton and is made a part of said city. 

 
SECTION 2. That the zoning ordinance and Official Zoning Map of the City of 

Guyton, Georgia, as amended, be amended so that Parcel No. 03190013 
(currently zoned Effingham County zoning classification AR-2), shall be 
rezoned to City of Guyton zoning classification R-1. 

 
SECTION 3. That the City Zoning Official and/or the City Clerk of Guyton is 

instructed to send within 30 days of the effective date of this ordinance 
an annexation report required under O.C.G.A. § 36-36-3 to: (1) the 
governing authority of Effingham County; (2) the Georgia Department 
of Community Affairs; and (3) the United States Census Bureau. The 
annexation report shall contain all information required under O.C.G.A. 
§ 36-36-3. 

 
SECTION 4. This ordinance shall become effective upon adoption. 
 
SECTION 5. All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance 

are hereby repealed. 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

ADOPTED this _____ day of _______________, 2023 by the Mayor and Council 
Members of the City of Guyton, Georgia. 
         
 
 

THE CITY OF GUYTON, GEORGIA 
 
 
By: _______________________________ 
Russ Deen, Mayor 
 
 
By: _______________________________ 
Michael Johnson, Mayor Pro Tempore 
 
 
By: _______________________________ 
Joseph Lee, Councilman 
 
 
By: _______________________________ 
Hursula Pelote, Councilwoman 
 
 
By: _______________________________ 
Marshall Reiser, Councilman 

 
 
Attested: __________________________ 
Matthew D. Walker, City Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 



CITY OF GUYTON 
STATE OF GEORGIA 
 

ORDINANCE NUMBER 2023-07 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GUYTON AUTHORIZING THE BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS AND REGISTRATION OF EFFINGHAM COUNTY TO CONDUCT THE 

CITY OF GUYTON’S MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS TO OCCUR DURING THE 2023 
ELECTIONS CYCLE; TO PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE; TO REPEAL ALL 

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS AND PARTS THEREOF IN CONFLICT 
HEREWITH; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 
WHEREAS, the duly elected governing authority of the City of Guyton, Georgia is authorized 
by O.C.G.A. §36-35-3 to adopt ordinances and resolutions relating to its property, affairs, and 
local government; and 
 
WHEREAS, Section 5.15 of the Charter of the City of Guyton provides that except otherwise 
provided by the Charter, the City Council shall, by ordinance, prescribe such rules and 
regulations as it deems appropriate to fulfill any options under Chapter 2 of Title 21 of the 
O.C.G.A., the “Georgia Election Code”; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING AUTHORITY 
OF THE CITY OF GUYTON, GEORGIA IN A REGULAR MEETING ASSEMBLED AND 
PURSUANT TO LAWFUL AUTHORITY THEREOF, AS FOLLOWS:  
 
Section 1. Authorization of Effingham County Board of Elections and Registration to Conduct 
2023 Municipal Elections. The City Council of the City of Guyton hereby authorizes the 
Effingham County Board of Elections and Registration to conduct the City of Guyton’s 
municipal elections to occur in 2023, as well as any run-off elections occurring in 2024 to 
determine the victor of a race originally on the November 2023 ballot, pursuant to the 
Intergovernmental Agreement attached hereto as Exhibit A.   
 
Section 3. Severability. If any section, clause, sentence or phrase of this ordinance is held to be 
invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, then said holding shall in no 
way affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance.   
 
Section 4.  Repealer. All ordinances and resolutions and parts thereof in conflict with this 
ordinance are hereby repealed. 
 
Section 5. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its adoption, 
so long the City of Guyton and Effingham County have, at the time this ordinance is adopted, 
executed the Intergovernmental Agreement attached hereto as Exhibit A. If the City of Guyton 
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                                                                  First Reading: ________; Adopted: ________ 

and Effingham County have not executed that Agreement, this Ordinance shall become effective 
upon its execution.  
 
SO ORDAINED, this ____ day of ____________, 2023. 
 

CITY OF GUYTON 

 

              
      Russ Deen, Mayor 
       
Attest:       

 
 
      
Meketa H. Brown, City Manager 
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